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impossible for him to mount any steps, and there were fewer stairs at No. 47, Rue des Martyrs than at his mother's abode.* His health, he wrote, was so deplorable that he would not remain for long in Paris, but would go with his wife to Biarritz to take the waters.
The travellers did not after all arrive in Paris till near the end of May. This is proved by a letter from Madame de Balzac f to a friend, written on the 20th of that month, in which she says that they are now expected every day, but that their progress is a slow one, owing to her son's illness and the heavy condition of the roads. She adds that she has now been in bed for three months, so Laure must evidently have acted as her deputy, in the task of superintending Francois' preparations in the Rue Fortunee. No doubt Francois worked strenuously, as he, like all Balzac's servants, was devoted to his master, though on this occasion he unwittingly provided him with a ghastly home-coming.
The travellers did not arrive at the Rue Fortunee till late at night. J The house was brilliantly lit, and through the windows they could see the flowers with which the rooms were decorated ; but in vain they rang at the courtyard gate—no one appeared to let them in. It was
* '' Correspoudance/' vol. ii. p. 456.
f (C Uue Page perdue de Honore de Balzac," by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
J "Un Roman d'Amour/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.nowNevertheless, so quick a wearing out of the faithful and passionate love which had lasted for sixteen years, and soonly five daysalzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
